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" The Embassy transmits herewith a copy of the Ministry of Interior's © 
"General Guide for the Bureau of Athletics and Scouting, 195lj-55", trans- = 
lated into English by Aramco's Research Division, Language: Services Sec 
‘at Dammam in July 1956, and kindly furnished the Embassy by Aramco's é 
representative, Mr. Garry Owen. 
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The guide contains an interesting introduction by the Chief Qadi of 
the Sharda Court of Mecca, ‘Abd Allah ibn Duhaish, wherein he refers to 
the example and teachitg of the Prophet. Mohammed with’ respect to sportse 


purpose of the guide is to set forth the functions and duties of 

the u of Athletics and Scouting, established in the Ministry of 

_ Interior to foster the development of athletics in Saudi Arabia. The 

ipal functions of the-new bureau appear to be to establish athletic 

clubs throughout the Kingdom, and to organize scouting activities and 
football matches. It is stated in the guide that’ the clubs, in stim- 
lating athletic activities‘ amng the “aes shall do nothing inconsistent 
with religious precepts. 
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Yroise »%e to God, Who sent His messenger with guid nee and the 
true religion thet he might proclaim it above all other re!igions, who’ 
commnicated to him the verses of the furan and sent him the angels of 
Heaven to fight ct his side against valiant warriors, Who helved him with 
the eastern wind which kent his enemy in terror the length of a month's 
march, Who gave him commanions to fight at his side when peers contested 
in arenas, with sword, arrow end seer, Who made iron of considerable 
strength and uses to serve the interests of mankind, and Who created the 
-virtwes of chivalry, courage and svortsmenship for the perfection of man- 
kind, for the faithfvl man who is strong end generous pleases God more 
than the one who is weak and cowardly. I witness that there is no god 
but God, single and without vartners, the possessor of gréce, generosity, 
and bounty; and I witness that our Lord Muhamniad is “is servent and messener; 
whom He caused to rejoice and whose name He glorified, whose sustenance 
He placed under his sword ond spezr, end upen wiom Ee bestoved the purest 
virtues cnd the highest. rank, Thus he become the most generous, the 
most courégeous, and the most powerful of cll men, Wnuen men were exnosec 
in the bettlefield, he stood firm and séid: "Try, I em the “rophet, the 

son of 'Abd al-Muttalib." He reced 'Aishah, wrestled with Rukanah, and 
preyed in the night until his feet bled. Nevertheless, there was no 
softer hand than that of the lord of the descendants of ‘Adnan. Strength 
and courage, if, used in obedience to the Mercjful, are some of the best 
(forms) of bodfly worship. Thus a young man is resnonsible before God 
for the graces he receives from Him, such as youth ond strength; so let 
-him seek refuge in God from the Devil. It has been established that the 
Prophet, may the neace and blessings of God be upon him, shot with a 

bow, thrust with a lance, girded himself with a sword, movnted’ end raced 
on horses, end encouraged his companions to shoot, for he said, "Shoot, 

O sons of Isma'il, for your father wis a shooter." He permitted betting 
on shooting and on horse and ‘e.mel. recing in order to teach ‘iorsemanship 
to neonle, and so that they might be »vowerful in Jihad. As to foot 
racing, it is permissidle without any restriction, for it trains the body 
in movement, agility, speed, cand activity. ‘Swimming, also, is mentioned 
in the Sunnah; public betting on it, however, is not permissible. The 
Prophet, may the peace and blessings of God be upon him, passed (one dey) 
by some neonle who were trying to lift a stone in order to find ovt who 
was the strongest among them, and he did not disapwrove of thet. He 

also said, may the peace and blessings of God be upon him, "Whoever quits 
shooting «efter he has learned how to shoot is not of us, “or in another 
version, "his rebelled (against GodJ." This was related by the tradition- 
ists on the authority of 'Ucbah ibn PAmir. It was elso related by 'Uabah, 
(as quoted) in the Sahih of Muslim, that he heard the Messenger of God, 
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may the peace and blessings of God be upon him, say, "Strengthen your- 
selves_as much as you.can to meet them, for (true) strength lies in 
shooting," Umar ibn al-Khattab, may God be pleased with him, wrote 

to Abu 'Ubaidah ibn al-Jarrah; "Train your boys in swimming and your 
fighters in shooting," Abu 1thman al-Nahdi said; "While in Azerbaijan 
we receii -d a letter from 'Umar ibn al-Khattab (in which he said), "Wear 
short clothes, prepare yourselves for manhood, practice rough life and 
learn how to leap on horses,' " In this he was teaching harsemanship 
and exercise for the strengthening of bodies provided it be done in a 
legitimate means in order to attain an end pleasing to God and His Messen- 
ger, may the peace and blessings of God be upon him, and provided that 
sports are not practiced during the prescribed hours of prayer and that 
the private parts of the body are not exposed, such parts being, for men; 
what lies between the navel an the knees, * 


® 
'Abd Allah ibn Duhaish 


Chief Qadhi of the (Shari'ah) High 
Court in Mecca 





IN THE NAME OF GOD THE MERCIFUL, THE COMPASSIONATE 
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Chapter One 


REGULATIONS FOR THE BUREAU OF ATHLETICS AND SCOUTING 


Since athletics and scouting are two of the most effective means 
to raise the standards of youth, both physically and mérally, and to pre- 
pare strong and healthy citizens; and, in view of the desire to encour- 
age and propagate universal athletics in the country, the Bureau of 
Athletics and Scouting has been established in the Ministry of Interior 
in order to organize, consolidate, and raise the standards of athletic 
efforts in the Kingdom, The duties of this bureau shall be the vollowinz: 


{ 


le 
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Complete supervision over all athletic departments, clubs, 
and scouting in the country, 


Establishment of the necessary regula tions for athletic 
clubs and: departments and supervision of their impLemen= 
tation. 

Raising the standards of baohirie and propagating and 
stimulating sports in the various communities of the 
nation, ; 


Organizing public and international championships, con= 
tests and MENOHeR si 


Preparing and supervising referees for the various games, 


Providing technical assistance in mtters of training y 
playing fields, equipment, instruction, etc, 


Preparing professionally qualified coaches and adminis 
trators. 


Financial eee of the various athletic clubs and or= 
ganizations, 


Representing the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia abroad in inter- 
national athletic and scouting conferences and meetings, 
participation in international athletic organizations, and 
supervision of those athletic teams in the Kingdom which 


may participate in contests. abroad or’ in scout meetings, 





Chapter Two 


THE SUPREME ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


The Minister of the Interior shall appoint a Supreme Advisory 
Committee to consist of a number of members (from 5 to 11) from among 
the Government's athletic organizations and prominent personalities. 
This committee shall meet at least twice each year to discuss athletic 
projects and suggest what it thinks should be submitted to the Minister 
of Interior, The meetings of this committee shall be attended by one 
or more delegates from the Bureau of Athletics and Scouting, | 


Chapter Three 
THE SUPREME COMMITTEE FOR SCOUTING 


The Minister of Interior shall appoint a Supreme Committee for 
Scouting from among prominent personalities who, are interested in scout- 
ing in the country to organize scouting activities all over the country. 
This committee shall include one or more delegates from both the Bureau 
of Athletics and Scouting’ and the Ministry of Education, 


Chapter Four 
* DEPARTMENTS FOR THE VARTOUS GAMES 

There shall be a (separate) department for each particular game 
to be composed of a number of employees from the Bureau of Athletics and 
Scouting and of a number of prominent athle tic personalities or presidents 
of athletic clubs, The duties of such a department shall be as follows: : 

1, Organizing official internal matches, 

2. Supervising friendly internal matches, : 

36 Appointing referees for matches organized by the department, 

4, Supervising sub-committees and authorizing their functions, 


5S. Complying, in all of its activities, with the niecioes tions 
& set forth by the Bureau of Athletics, 


Chapter Five 


ATHLETIC CLUBS 


The establishment of athletic clubs for the practice of athletic 
games shall be subject to the following conditions: 
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The aims of athletic clubs shall be limited to the practice 
and stimulation of athletics among the citizens without 
touching _— religious: precepts, 


Clubs shall ‘ts composed of a number of men practicing or 
engaging in athletics, provided they all have their names, 
pictures, and addresses registered in the records of the 
club, 


Clubs shall be administered by a board of directors consis=- 
ting of a chairman, one or more deputy chairmen, a secre- 
tary, a treasurer, and a number of members to be elected 
annually, provided they are all personalities concerned with 
athletics, The board must be approved by the Minister of 
Interior before assuming its responsibilities, 


Clubs may not practice athletic activities without ob- 
taining the required license from the Minister of Interior, 
that is, after submitting three copies each of the club's 
basic rules showing its objectives, financial status, lo- 
cation, place of meetings, and playing fields, along with © 
lists showing the names of its members and of the members 
of its board of directors, The Ministry (of the Interior) 
is also to be notified (of the names) of any new club mm- 
bers as they join, 


Clubs shall set up fixed membership dues, They may set 


up different dues for active players as opposed to ducs 
for other members, 


Chapter Six 


REGULATIONS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF FOOTBALL* 





Its prerogatives are as given im above che vus.' sour, 


Chapter Seven 


General Rules: 


1, Registered clubs shall be divided into firstclass clubs, 





second-class clubs, and junior clubs, 


2. Official and public contests shall be organized for 
each of these groups, 


3. Permission for friendly —s shall be obtained from 
the Department of Football, provided the application be sub- 
mitted at least three days before he date of the match. 


4, Clubs may not borrow players ron other registered 
clubs, 


5. The Bureau of Athletics shall issue special cards for 
players#¥ official contests without obtaining his card, 


6, Players shall be (considered as) registered with a club 
when they have given their signature to tht club. No player 
may transfer from one club to another except during the 

annual transfer period as determined by the Bureau of Athletics 
at the beginning of cach athletic season, This does not apply 
to those players who are transferred from one area to another 
for business or residence reasons, aula they obtain the 
approval of the Bureau, 


7. The transfer period shall be one month, The first 
half shall be reserved for (handling) resignations of those 
players who wish to resign, Such resignations shall be 
sent in by registered mail to both the Bureau of Athletics 
and Scouting. and to the clubs (of the resigning players). 
The second half shall be reserved for the registration of 
players’ names sag new clubs on special lists supplied by 
the Bureau, 


8, Clubs may not engage: players other than nationals in 
offieial matches, unless they have obtained a residence visa 
from the Department of Publie Seourity, and provided the 
number of those foreign players does not exceed five in any 
one team for eash match, 


9, Glubs and players shall be subject to the penalties 
prescribed by the Department of Football, However, if the 
penalty implies a suspension or a fine, the approval of 

the Bureau of Athletics and Scouting mst be obtained, In 
general, penalties may be appealed to the Bureau of Athletics 
and Scouting, whose decisions. shall be final, 


\ 


Translator's Note: 





*% One or more words have apparently been left out of the Arabic texte 


Chapter Eight 


REGULATIONS FOR THE SUPERVISION OF FOOTBALL REFEREES 


le 


Football Referces 


Football matches (played) in the Kingdom (of Saudi Arabia ) 


shall be judged by referees who have been authorized by the 
Bureau of athletics and Scouting and who have passed special 


tests, 
2. The Committee Supervising Referees 


of 


A special committee, to be called the Principal Committee 
Referees, shall supervise referees and their affairs, The 


members of this committee shall not exceed five and shall be 
selected by the Burcau of Athletics provided that the majority 
of them be of authorized first-class referees whether they be 
practising. or not, 


Se 


Prerogatives of the Principal Committee of Referees 


The Principal Comnittee of Referees shall be charged with 


the following: 


a, Preparing professional programs and schedules that will help 


qualify those who wish to become qualified referees, and 
raising their professional standards, 


b. Preparing tests for referees, 


c. Recommending the promotion of referees from one grade to 


another for the approval of the Bureau, 


d. Appointing referees for local matches, and recommending 


referees for international mtches, 


e. Supervising referces during matches, 


4, 


Referees! Sub=committees 


The Principal Committee of Referees shall, whenever necessary, 


appoint, jointly with the Department of Football, referees! 
sub-committees and shall designate their pre rogatives, 


Se 
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Classes of Referces 


Third-Class referees = these are the referees approved by the 
Bureau after they have passed the tests prepared by the Prine 
cipal Committee of Referees, or by those authorized by inter- 
nationally recognized unions in other countries, 
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Second-Class Referees = These are the referees promoted from 


the third class aftcr having proved their competence, capa~ 
bility, and honesty in referee work, prqvided that they have 
not been convicted or penalized in connection with referee 
work during the twelve months preceding the promotion, 


@ First-Class Reforees - these are referees who have been 
acting as referees for at least three years during which 
time they have not been penalized for dishonesty in 
referee work, They shall be promoted to first-class 
(referees) after they have passed the promotion test and 
obtained at least 85% of the total (possible) grade, ~~ 
International referees shall be selected from among first 
class referces, 


6. Assignment of Referees to Matches and Their Bei 
Excused Thorerrom j 


Authorized rcferces may not act as referees in matches 
withat obtaining permission from the committee of referees 
concerned, any refcree assigned to a match who wishes to be 
excused from the assignment shall officially notify the de- 
partments concerned at lcast two days before ie date of the 
match, 


ra 


7. Players! Personal Permits 


Before the start of a match the referee shall examine the 
players! personal permits and shall obtain a list of the names 
of the players on both teams signed by the two captains of the 
teams or by those responsible for them, 


8 Reports of Referees 


Referees shall forward to the Department of Football their 
repart on the match to which they were assigned within a maxi- 
mum of forty-cight hours after the end of the match, 


9. Impartiality of Referees 


Absolute impartiality shall be required from referees 
assigned to mtches, A referee may not, before the start of a 
match in which he takos part as a i. give a general opinion 
about that match, 


I. GENERAL TESTS 


a, Candidates for referee work shall undergo a medical 
- examination covering vision, color discrimination, 
the chest, thc blood pressure, and the heart, The 
body must: be free from all infirmities that sgn 
affect a referce's work, 





be Those who pass the aedioal examination shall undergo > 
_ written, oral, and practical tests on international 
football rules, The minimim passing mark shall be 70%, 


ce Those convicted of anything dishonorable shall not be 
eligible for referee work, 


d» Persons-under twenty years of age shall not be accepted | 
as candidates for the tesis. 


e. A candidate may be refused the ve without sean given the 
reasons oe the refusal). 


II, TESTS FOR PROMOTION TO THE FIRST CLASS 
a. Referees nominated for promotion shall be re-examined medically, 


be Candidates for promotion shall be given a written and an oral 
test; and the minimum passing mark shall be 85%, 


c. The Bureau of Athletics and Scouting may amend the articles 


of these Regulations during the preparatory period, as re- 
quired by circumstances, 


Chapter Nine 
DEPARTMENTS FOR VARIOUS SPORTS 


Departments for basket-ball, gymnastics, tennis, and table tennis 
shall be established, Schedules and regulations for each of these(games) 
shall be set up in the future, God willing, 





Ministry of. Interior 
Bureau of Athletic Affairs 


RULES FOR THE TRANSFER OF PLAYERS FOR THE MECCA AND JIDDAH CLUES 


FOR THE YEAR 1875 


1, The transfer period for soccer players in the Mecca=Jiddah area, 
in preparation for the season of 1375, shall begin on 1. Diw al~ilijjah 
1374 (21 July 1955) and end on 30 Dm al«Hijjah 1374 (19 August 
1955), The first half of the month will be assigned for resigna~ 
tions, and the second half for registrations, 


2e Any player who wishes to be transferred-from his club shall, 
within the period from 1 through 14 Dm al-Hijjah 1374 (21 july 
through 3 August 1955), submit his resignation in writing, and 
by registered mail, to both his club and the Bureau of Athletics 
Affairs in (the Ministry of) Interior, Anything registered after 
that period, or not sent by registered mail, shall = considered 
as ‘void, 


3, At a general session (to be held) at 1:00 AM on 16 Dhu al-Hijjah 
1374 (5 August 1955) at the headquarters of the Ministry in 
Jiddah, the Bureau of Athletics Affairs shall deliver to the club 
representatives the players! official registration lists cians 
and signed by the Bureau of Athletics Affairs, 


4, Any player who resigns from his club during the specified period 
’ and in the aforementioned manner may join any: other cliib by 
signing the official registration lists within the period from 
16 through 30 Dhu al-Hijjah 1374 (5 through 19 August 1955), How- 
ever, a player may not sign for more than one club, and the regis- 
tration shall be valid only when made in the official lists, 


5. After registration of the players in the official registration 
lists the clubs shall return these lists to the Bureau of Ath- 
letics Affairs not later than 30 Dhu al-Hijjah (19 August), Any 
list received later than that shall be regarded as void, 


6. Any player who resigrs from his club during the specified period 
and does not register himself in the of ficial lists (as belong- 
ing to) another club before the end of Dhu al-Hijjah 1574 (19 August 
1955), shall be considered as registered’in his former club, — 
regardless of whether or not he has signed to that effect. 


7. Any player who registers himself in more than one club shall 
not be allowed to play for at least one athletic season, The © 
matter shall be investigated with the two or more clubs, and, if 
the error is deliberate, a penalty shall be imposed, 


Athletics Expert 
(Sgd.) Mustafa Kamil Mansur 
Translated: EL 
—Gheeked:——-—-MHJ, NLH, WDP- 7 — 
Typed: GR 








